RIGHT
T0
INFORMATION

EDITOR
DR. SANDIP B. KALE

(} Scanned with OKEN Scanner




[%Qﬁ
k]|

Atharva Publications

Right to Information
© Reserved

ISBN : 978-81-19118-95-3
Book No. : 1193

Publisher & Printer: Mr. Yuvraj Mali

Dhule . 17, Devidas Colony, Varkhedi Road,
Dhule - 424001.
Contact: 9405206230
Jalgaon : Shop No. 2, Nakshatra Apartment,
Housing Society,
Front of Teli Samaj Mangal Karyalaya,
Shahu Nagar, Jalgaon - 425001
. Contact: 0257-2239666. 9764694797
Email + atharvapublications@gmail.com
Website - Www.atharvapublications.com
First Edition : 12 October 2023
Type Setting - Atharyy Publications
Price . 295/- I
AllTights are resery ed. No part(s) of this publication may be repr oduced

or distributed ip any from
without the prior writien

, m
many means or stored ina database retrieval syst®
permission of the publisher

—

e —————————

G Scanned with OKEN Scanner



Index

Right to Information and Democracy .........ceecneecscennees 9
- Dr. Ragini P Khubalkar

Right to Information Act, 2005 Issues and Concerns .....18
- Raju Pandurangyi Lipte

Central Information Commision and its

Contribution t0 RTTACt ..cccveivvieniicrcsensiessenssecssensuecsaessaces 26
- G. Sanjai '

Good Governance and Right to Information................... 32
- L.Srishvia

Right to Information Act-2005 : Issue & Concerns ........ 38

- Dr. Dnyanoba Jotiram Kande

Transparency and Accountability in Indian

Democracy : The Right to Information Act and its
Ongoing Challenges........oivieiriinnrreeniecnrerecssneessanesssnaeesan 45
-Vivek Sanjay Pawar

Development of Right to Information .........ceeeveerieenneens 52
- Dr. Yogarajsingh R. Bais

The Role of Right to Information Act in the Financial

SECCLOT 1N INUIAuueeeneeevveerrerirreeeieerisririrrrerseeereessessesssessessesssseses 59
- Dr Hemant Anil Joshi
Whistle-Blower Act and Right to Information ........... ene08

- Deesha Khavnckar

Atharva Publications / 7

G Scanned with OKEN Scanner



The Role of The Right to Information Act 2005 iy
Strengthening Democracy and Governance
- Anthony Savio | Jerminio da Predade Fernandes

Working of RTT and Empowerment against the
backdrop of CRAlleNEES it 80
- Dr Anjali Gaidhanc

. Right to Information : Issucs and Concerns................. 86
- Dr Sarita Mahadik
. Right to Information and Good Governance.................., 94

- Dr. Sangita Rajendra Chore
.« Right to Information * AN OVEIVICW cevrvninnnnnnnensennnnennnna, 99
- Dr. Yogita Sudhakarrao Hutke

«  Right to Information Act : Tool of Vendetta ................. 107
(With special reference to Higher Education Institutions)
- Dr Mangesh V. Kadu

«  Unveiling Transparency and Accountability: An Analysis
of India's Right to Information Act (RTI) of 2005 ........ 117
- Hemkant Vijav Dhade

&/ Raght 1o Information

|
(¥ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



Right to Information Act : Tool of Ve ‘niletts

(With special reference to Higher Fducation f1+ titutions)

= Dr. Mangesh V. Kady
Head Department of Political e nes

Bhiwapur Mahavidyalaya, b s
District: Nagpur (M5

Abstract:

The Right to Information Act (RTT) is a iz gnificant Jegislative
tool that empowers citizens to access information from government
. and public authoritics. However, there have been instances where
the RTT has been misused for personal vendettas, often targeting
individuals or institutions, This research article cxplores the misuse
of the RTT as a tool of vendetta, with a particular focus on Higher
Education Institutions (HEIs). The article analyzes case studies and
alegal framework to shed light on the challenges posed by misuse
and suggests measures to prevent such abuse while upholding
transparcncy and accountability.

Keywords: Right to Information Act, RTI misuse, Vendetta,
Higher Education Institutions, T ransparcncy, Accountability

Introduction:

The Right to Information Act (RTI) represents a pivotal
legislation designed to ensure transparency and foster accountability
within governance structures. By granting citizens the right to
access information from government and public authorities, the RT1
secks to empower individuals and promotc a culture of openness
and democratic participation. However, this very cmpowerment
can sometimes be misuscd, undermining the act's intended purpose.
In various instances, the RTI has been wiclded as a tool for settling
personal scores and advancing vendcttas, targeting both individuals
and institutions. This rescarch article aims to shed light on the
misusc of the RTI in the context of Higher Education Institutions
(HEIs) and investigate the detrimental impact such misuse has on
the educational landscape. By cxamining casc studics and legal
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frameworks and case studies related to RT1 mususe in HEls.

The resecarch proposes preventive measures and pohey
recommendations o deter misu while promoting transparency

and accountabilitv. Strategics are developed to mise awareness

and educate stakeholders about responsible RT1 usage and
1ts consequences. Strategies are oxplored to stnke a balance
between transparency. accountabihity, and prevention of misuse,
safeguarding the RTT's integnity while mitigating vendetta-driven
abusse.

The research also contnbutes to policy and legislative
enhancement. providing valuable insights and recommendations
for policy enhancement and legislative improvements conceming
the RTI. particularly in the context of HEls. The ultimate goal is
to promote a more effective and responsible utilization of the RTL

Objectives of the Research:

1) Tonvestigate and analyze the extent to which the Right
to Information Act (RTI) has been misused as a tool
for vendetia. focusing specifically on cases related to
Higher Education Institutions (HEIs).

2) To idenufy patterns. motivations. and underlving
reasons for the misuse of the RTI within the higher
education sector, highlighting instances where the act
has been used to settle personal vendettas.

3) To propose effective preventive measures and policy
recommendations that can deter misuse of the RTL
‘-while ensuring that the act continues to uphold its
intended purpose of promoting transparency and
accountability.

4)  To provide valuable insights and recommendations that
108 / Right to Information
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can contribute to policy enhancement and legislative
improvements concerning the Right to Information Act,
particularly in the context of HEIs, promoting a more
cffective and responsible utilization of the RTI.

Literature Review:

The Right to Information Act (RTT) in India, enacted in 2005,
has been a significant development in promoting transparency and
accountability in various sectors of the country, including higher
education institutions (HEIs). This literature review explores the
role of the RTI Act as a tool of vendetta, particularly in the context
of HEIs. It investigates how this legislation, while intended to
foster transparency, can be misused or weaponized for ulterior
motives, potentially compromising the integrity and autonomy
of these institutions.

1. The Right to Information Act in India

The RTI Act, 2005, is a landmark legislation designed to
cmpower citizens by granting them access to government records
and information. Research by scholars like R.K. Gupta (2009) and
M. Sridhar Acharyulu (2010) highlights the historical significance
of the act, its objectives, and the potential benefits it can bring to
socicty. However, it's important to note that while the act aims to
enhance transparency, it also raiscs concerns about the misuse of
information obtained through RTI requests.

2. RTI Act and Transparency in ‘Higher Education
Institutions

HElIs in India have been under increasing scrutiny due to
their role in shaping the futurc of the nation. The RTI Act has
been instrumental in bringing transparency to these institutions.
Rescarch conducted by Anil Kumar (2014) and Rashmi Sadana
(2016) explores how RTI has exposed issues like admissions,
funding, and faculty appointments in HEIs, leading to positive
changes.

3. The Potential for Misuse '

Despite its positive impact, the RTI Act also raises concems
about the potential for misuse. Scholars like Pratap' Bh'anu Mc?hta
(2007) have discussed how individual§ anFl organizations mlght
misuse RTI requests to target specific 1nst1tpt10ns or 1qd1v1duals
for personal or political vendettas. Such misuse can disrupt the
functioning of HEIs and damage their reputation.
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4. The RT1 Act and Autonomy of HEls | ‘

Another critical aspecet to consider is the impact of RTT on
the autonomy of HELs. A study by Venkat Raman (2012) cxn}nincs
how constant RT1 requests can cncroach upon the academie and
administrative autonomy of institutions, It discusses the delicate
balance between transpareney and autonomy.

5. Safecuards and Regulations

Eforts have been made to address coneerns related to the
misuse of RTL. Legal scholars like Aparna Chandra (2019) discuss
the need for clear suidelines and safeguards to prevent vexatious
or frivolous RTI requests. These safeguards aim to strike a balance
between transpareney and protecting the interests of HEIs.

The Right to Information Act has plaved a pivotal role in
promoting transparcney in various scctors, including higher
oducation institutions in India. While it has the potential to enhance
accountability and governance. concerns about its misusc as a tool
of vendetta and its impact on institutional autonomy are valid.
Further rescarch and policy development arc neeessary to ensure
that the RTI Act continucs to serve its intended purpose without
compromising the integrity of HEISs.

Research Methodology:

This study uses a sccondary data analysis approach, utilizing
data from various sources such as books, journals, governmental
agencices. research institutions, and academic studics.

Right to Information Act : Tool of Vendetta

The Right to Information Act (RTI Act) is a law cnacted
in India in 2005 to promote transparency and accountability in
the country. It grants citizens the fundamental right to access
information held by public authorities, including government
bodics. public institutions, and higher cducation institutions
(HEIs). The Act's objectives include promoting transparency,
cnhancn.ng accountability. ecmpowering citizens, and preventing
corruption.

Higher Educalion' Institutions (HEls) are subject to the RTI
Act, as they pluy acructal role in shaping the intellectual. cultural,
a.nd cconomic l{lll(isc;!l)c of a nation. Individuals have the legal
right 1o scck. mlorm:nll‘on rglulcd to HEIs, including admissions,
facqlly;lppomm_wvnls. funding allocation, academic decisions, and
institutional policies.
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The RTI Act has had a transformative im
promoting transparency and accountability in
This transparency has led to several positive outcomes, such as
exposing 1.1Tegular1tles and corrupt practices, improving the quality
of education, faculty appointments, and research standards, and
enabling informed dec'lslon.-making. However, the Act also raises
concemns about potc_f:r.ltlal misusc and the impact on the autonomy
of HElIs. Thgse critical issues will be explored in subsequent
sections of this research paper, shedding light on the complexities
surrounding the use of the RTI Act as a tool of vendetta in the
context of higher education institutions.

The Right to Information Act (RTI) is a crucial too] for
citizens to access information held by public authorities. However,
it can be misused for ulterior motives, such as personal scores or
pursuing vendettas. This article explores the historical background
of RTI misuse and provides case studies, focusing on its impact
on Higher Education Institutions (HEIs).

The misuse of RTI as a tool of vendetta has been traced
back to political rivals exploiting the RTI to target opponents or
tarnish their reputation. Personal grudges against public servants,
cducational institutions, or government officials have weaponized
the RTI to harass or harm them by demanding vast amounts of
information, sometimes irrelcvant or sensitive. Some media
outlets have used RTI requests to sensationalize news stories by
exposing controversies within HElIs, putting institutions and their
stakeholders under the spotlight without providing a balanced
perspective.

Case studies show that the RTI has been misused to target
Higher Education Institutions and individuals connected to them.
Forexample, a university dean faced repeated RTI requests seek?ng
financial records, which damaged the institution's reputation
and image. An RTI activist targeted a prestigious university.by
demanding extensive data on admission processes, insinuating
favoritism and damaging the university's credibility.

Breach of privacy occurred when a professor's persogal
information was sought through RTI applicatiops by.a student Wfth
whom the professor had disagreements, disruptlng his pe.rspnal !‘fe
and undermining academic freedom. Disruption of gdmlmstratlve
processes was also a case study where students misused the RTI
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to inundate the administrative dcparlmcnl with frivolous qucries,
10

aflecting the institution's functioning. ' ' o

The Richt to Information Act (RT1) 1s a crucial '“‘S‘S'HF‘P"
that cmpowers citizens to seck transparency and accguntalnlﬂy
from public authoritics. However. it has nlﬁo DCCI.I mlsus'c d -
tool of vendetta, particularly against Highcer l:giucat;on lnstnlulnpns
(HEIs) and individuals connected to them. This article delves into
the reasons behind the misuse of the RTL. focusing on the lack of
awareness and loopholes in legislation that contri butE: to this i§31|c.

Onc ofthe primary rcasons behind the misusc of thf: RTl is the
lack of awareness regarding the act's true intent. Many individuals
filing RTI applications may not fully understand the purposc and
scope of the RTI Act. leading to frivolous or malicious requests
driven by personal grudges, political motives. or curiosity rather
than genuine public mterest.

Another reason is the limited understanding of public interest.
Some users of the RTI Act may not grasp the concept of "public
interest" and may misusc it for personal gain or to scttle scores.
Information genuincly in the public interest may be drowned out
by requests driven by personal vendcttas.

The RTI Act also has certain ambiguitics and gaps that can be
exploited for malicious purposcs. Thesc include a lack of clarity on
vexatious requests, ambiguity in exemptions, and limited penalties
for misuse. To mitigatc misuse, cfforts should be made to raise
awareness about responsible RTI usage, provide clearer guidelines
on vexatious requests, and revisit the legislation to enhance
penalties for misuse. Striking a balance between transparencies
and preventing abuse is crucial to maintain the integrity of the RTI
system, particularly in the context of Higher Education Institutions.

Tl?e Right to Information Act (RTI) is a crucial tool for
promoting transparency and accountability in India. However,
its qlisgsc can have severe consequences on Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs). The misuse can lead to unwarranted scrutiny,
negative public perception, disruption of routine operations,
adn?llllstrapve overloaq, @elayed decision-making, chilling effect
on mnovatloq, and straining relationships within the institution.

Reputational damage can occur due to unwarranted scrutiny,
negative public perception, and disruption of
Misuse of RTI requests can expose internal
112 / Right to Information
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