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ORGANIZING
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CORE AREAS COVERED

e Fundamental Principles of Democracy.

¢ Significance of Voting.

e Electoral Reforms to Strategies for
increasing voter turnout among the
Youth.

SCHEDULE

01/04/2024
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Room No. 1, Ground Floor, Annex Building
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Political Science

CHIEF COORDINATOR

Asst. Prof. Dr. Mangesh Vasantrao Kadu
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER/RESOURCE
PERSON/PERSONS (Furnish a
Brief Report on the Keynote
Speaker’s Expertise)

Dr. Lomesh Bawankule,

Associate Professor and Head,
Department of Political Science,

Nutan Adarsh Arts, Commerce and Smt.
M.H. Wegad Science, College Umrer.
Esteemed Political Analyst and Advocate

for Civic Engagement

BENEFICIARIES/TARGET
GROUP

Students from all the disciplines
(Arts, Commerce and Science UG and PG)

NUMBER OF
STUDENTS/BENEFICIARIES

95

DETAILED REPORT OF THE
ACTIVITY

A thought-provoking Guest Lecture on ‘The
Responsibility of Young Voters and Indian
Democracy’ was held on 1% April, 2024 for
addressing the pivotal role of Youth in
shaping the future of India. The lecture was
delivered by Associate Prof. Dr. Lomesh
Bawankule, an esteemed Political Analyst
and advocate for Civic Engagement, which
was attended by students and Faculty
Members,  emphasizing the  crucial
intersection of Youth’s participation and
Democratic Health in India.

The Lecture began with an exploration of




the Fundamental Principles of Democracy,
highlighting the significance of voting as a
cornerstone. The speaker emphasized that
Democracy thrives when Citizens actively
participate in the Electoral Process. In a
Nation as diverse as India, the collective
voice of its People, particularly the Youth, is
essential for a Representative and

Functional Democracy.

He further explained that India boasts one
of the largest Youth populations in the
world. This demographic dividend was
underscored as both a tremendous
opportunity and a significant responsibility.
He elucidated those young voters, equipped
with Education and Awareness, have the
power to influence Policy and Governance
by making informed choices. Their active
participation is not merely a right but a duty
to ensure the Nation’s progress and uphold

Democratic Values.

The Guest Lecture was followed by an
Interactive Session where students posed
insightful  questions,  reflecting  their
concerns and aspirations. Topics ranged
from Electoral Reforms to strategies for
increasing voter turnout among the Youth.

The speaker’s responses further enriched the




discussion, providing practical advice and
reinforcing the importance of Civic

Engagement.

The Guest Lecture on the topic ‘The
Responsibility of Young Voters and Indian
Democracy’ was a resounding success,
leaving the students with a heightened sense
of duty and enthusiasm towards their role in
the Democratic Process. It underscored the
imperative for Young Voters to be vigilant,
informed, and proactive, thereby ensuring
that Indian Democracy remains vibrant and

robust.

The Session concluded with a Vote of
Thanks by Asst. Prof. Mr. Someshwar
Wasekar, expressing gratitude to the speaker
for his enlightening discourse and to the
organizers for facilitating such an important

conversation.

PROGRAMME OBJECTIVES

1. To understand the role of Young Voters
in democracy.

2. To educate the students on Voting Rights
and their Civic Responsibilities.

3. To create awareness regarding the
Electoral Process among the Young
Voters.

4. To foster a sense of Civic Duty among

the students.




5. To identify the challenges faced by the

Young Voters.

PROBLEMS FACED, IF ANY

1.

Students found political topics dry or
uninteresting. Keeping them engaged
requires dynamic and relatable
content.

Limited access to quality resources
and relevant materials hindered the
effectiveness of the Programme.
Technical issues, such as unreliable
Internet connections or a lack of
necessary equipment, disrupted the

Guest Lecture.

IMPACT/OUTCOME ACHIEVED

Students were educated about the
the

importance of Voting, and how their

Principles of  Democracy,
participation shapes the future of the
Nation.

By addressing Students directly, the
Lecture encouraged greater Political
Youth,

fostering a sense of involvement in

Engagement among the

Democratic Processes.
the

Voters) about the impact of their vote

Educating students  (Young

leads to increased voter turnout in the
Lok-Sabha Election.

ANALYSIS REPORT OF THE
FEEDBACK OBTAINED FROM

Many attendees feel that there is a




STUDENTS/ BENEFICIARIES/ lack of adequate political education.

ACADEMIC PEERS ETC. They advocate for incorporating
civics and Political Science more
robustly into the school curriculum.

2. Establishing mentorship Programmes
where experienced politicians can
guide young aspirants can foster a
new generation of informed and
committed leaders.

3. There is a consensus that political
parties need to field more young
candidates to better represent the

interests of young voters.
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ANY OTHER INFORMATION

This guest lecture was conducted as part
of the Best Practice of the Department of
Political Science.
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