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single and centralized empire emerged during
the period. Though India was divided into small
kingdoms ruled by both local and foreign dynas-
ties. Indian society was generally divided into
four Varnas and each Varna had its own role an.d
duties. As a result of social and economic
changes, the conditions and status of lower
classes were improved during this period. The
foreign people who came India as invaders or
immigrants adopted Indian culture and incorpo-
rated themselves in the Kshatriya Varna known
as Fallen-Kshatriya (Vrata kshatriya). The con-
dition of women seems improving but Smriti lit-
erature does not show much favor to them as it
depicts the poor image of the women. The so-
cial, political and economic changes of this pe-
riod had great impact on the culture including
food, habits, and dresses etc.
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Abstract: Since from her teenage, Kandasarr]y
realized the need to voice the contem.porar‘/ Is-
sues of Indian society through her literature,
particularly the social norms and customs that
designate peculiar and fixed roles to the masses
on the basis of caste and gender. The debut ljt-
erary venture of Meena Kandasamy is the novel
entitled “The Gypsy Goddess” which deals with
the miserable condition of peasants from Dalit
community, who work and survive in unhealthy
environment adjusting with the tortures of op-
pression and inhumane atrocities imposed upon
them by their stone-hearted feudal landlords in
Tanjore District in Tamil Nadu. The central theme
of the novel moves around the historical tragic
massacre occurred in the village of Kilvenmani
on the day of Christmas in 1968.

Keywords: Meena k3 ndasamy, Kilvenmani,

Dalit, massacre, landlords, atrocities, untouch-
ables.

For Meena Kandasamy, the prime
Sources of inspiration behind composing the un-

conventional novel “The Gypsy Goddess” were—
the autobiographi
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fanjore district of Tamil Nadu. In that tragic
massacre, many women and children were burnt
live and ultimately met their tragic death for
participating in a strike to demand for hike in
wages and improvement infundamental human

rights.
The opening chapter of Part Two entitled

«The Cutthroat Comrades” provides, in quite a
truthful approach, a critical analysis of the per-
sonality of Gopalakrishna Naidu and his auto-
cratic approach in which he calls an emergent
meeting of the “Executive Committee” of the
»paddy Producers Association”, subsequently
followed by the other chapters which, although
diverting away from the fact and a linear narra-
tive technique once again, nevertheless enable
the readers to indulge directly into the story of
a village and its citizens. The story of the novel
is a part of the extensive history of caste dis-
crimination and the conflicts of agricultural
workers in India. They deals with the predica-
ment of the group of agricultural workers, mostly
Dalits, who work and survive in unhealthy envi-
ronment, adjusting with the ruthless tortures and
harassment imposed upon them by the domi-
nating and heartless landlords from the upper-
caste of Tanjore districtin Tamil Nadu. The story
of the novel is set during the time of the “Green
Revolution” in 1968, when the crop production
of paddy has immensely increased. Leaders
from the “Communist Party” instigated the
8 labourers to make demand for the higher wages,
otherwise they called strike. Most of the land-
lords skillfully managed to make the strike un-
successful. But, in the village of Kilvenmani, the
farmers determined to challenge their landlords,
held their red flag high and denied to resume
their work. It was the night of December 5
1968, when the angry landlords forced their
goons to attack on these rebellious farm work-
ers. Having realized the fact, some of the po-
tent men-folk ran away from the village 3_""
saved their lives, but majority of them including
women, children and old-age citizens stayed in
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the village. To save their lives, they all took shel-

ter in a hut. But the goons locked them up in-

side the hut and set the hut on fire. Many weeks

later, most of the culprits are acquitted by the
court of law in a corrupt way and biased inves-
tigation. All the evidences regarding the crime,
are suspiciously distorted and destroyed. On
the contrary, the sufferers of the tragic massa-
cre were alleged of murder and armed rebellion
and sentenced to jail.

Perhaps one of the most influential and
moving description in the book is the delinea-
tion of the fire-episode in which 44 lives were
burnt, which is included in Chapter No.10, en-
titled “Mischief by Fire”. The description is with-
out punctuation whatsoever, and thus the com-
plete chapter becomes one single sentence that
eloquently reproduces and split, complicated,
and twisted narrative of what could be the in-
trusive phantasm experienced by a survivor in
trauma. To mention just one passage:

*...and in description @ mother throws
her one-year-old son out of the burning hut but
the boy is caught by the leering mobsters and
chopped into pieces and thrown back in and in
that precise yet fleeting moment of loss and
rage everyone realizes that they would die if
their death meant saving a loved one and that
they would die if their death meant staying to-
gether and that they would die anyway because
it would not be as disastrous as living long
enough to share this sight and so alone and to-
gether they prepare to resign themselvesto the
fact that they have mounted their collective fu-
neral pyre” (164).

The traumatized passage is composed
against the cold-blooded official report of the
42 remains (the dead-bodies of two children
were actually recorded) as noted down in the
inquest forms of Inspector Rajavel, presented
two chapters earlier. Sufficient enough to give
number one as an example:

~1. Male, age not known, nobody can
identify body; height 4'10"; marital statusot
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ened blood all over the body” (%51)' ¢y tabu-

The aseptic nature of this ghas y oot
lation also has a powerful emotional e ot
human remains are handled in such a w|a':eless
they were disposable fragments of a |i ant
artefact. They were not only shown ?s the.whu_
of their dignity, but also of Iacking.ln thelrI .
manity, and, in this way, of their right to .OVi
and be the representatives of their own survival.

Even more disturbing is the Chapter !\'0-

7, “A Walking Corpse”, in which narrator—\:.vrlter
flirts with the notion that she was commissioned
to assist Gopalakrishna Naidu to draft a letter
to the Chief Minister, requesting him for imme-
diate intervention and safeguard against the
communists who, as per his claim, were excited
to kill him. He wishes that this draft should be
read like his suicide note, and the narrator-writer
makes compliances of his orders without exhib-
iting the minutest hint of regret:

“This is his working principle, his modus
operandi, his craving to cash in on a sympathy
wave. | catch the hint and decide to use every
tear-jerking, heart-wrenching adjective at my
disposal. Following his advice, | also learn to
successfully imitate the formula of his previous
letters and thus, under his guidance, | perfect
my knowledge of officialise, petitionese, and
memorandumese” (137).

Dalits from Kilvenmani village are forced
to wake up before the sunrise and walk in line
€very morning. The

to
e up with the tastelessness of the Stale gy,
cop

. e labourers toiled harg
leftover rlrcnee; T'?sir, the best quallty riceti?, tr
duccled B:,Li ch grows in Tanjore district, BUtthes:
wor 'chables were allowed to eat onjy Secong
unto]:J od stuff, the cheaper Burmese Fice,
rate o These untouchable people were com.
selled to carry with them, the coconut she|
called “serattai” to the tea stall as thf tea wyg
supposed to be servgd to them‘ln a “serattaj
The women from Dalit community were not 3.
lowed to pull water from wells or lake, insteaq
they had to remain on the mercy ofsome Hindy.-
caste woman to pour the water into thejr ves.
sel. Prior to the advent of petrol or christoil, the
buses running on coal powder, never alloweq
Dalits to sit with Hindus. Dalits have tq Mmake
their separate seating arrangement in Cinemga
tents, as well. The feudal landlords used to cop.-
struct a cement shelter for their cattle. But the
people from Dalit community have to huddie
themselves under a blanket of night sky only
because they were treated as “Untouchables”
An old jute sack was thejr only protection from
the cold winds.  _

The feudal landlords used to inflict se-
vere punishment on the women-folk from Daljt
community by stripping them almost naked.
They used to whip them up by tying them tothe
tree trunks in front of the whole village. Police-
menalso used to punish by making them to knee!
and walk a few mijjes on their knees as a result,

they used tq Crawl at last, even though they
Survived.

A mixture
usaanippaalu

as a Punishm

-

of cow-dy ng with water, called
Were given to the beaten person
€nt. Sometimes the poor victims
ecause of this punishment. Later,
-dung was replaced by a cock-
¢ T_his drink for punishment of-
€red no humiliation byt death.
beaten “Saanippaa| would be waiting f.or th.e
WOman or man —cow - dung mixed in

Journg] ImpactFactor 8.14 (IlJIF)
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mcoction that "mem v
death---bemg forced to drink diluteq cow- dung
45 soon replaced by being forced 1q drink a
cock‘a‘l of fertilizer, so disobedience brought
no disgrace, but death” (264),

The farm warkers revolted and demandeq
the feudal landlords, the extra half measyres of
rice but stone-hearted landlords turneg deaf-ear
to their demands. On the other hand, landlorgs
warned the shopkeepers not to sell anything to
these farm-workers. Thus, the younger children
of the untouchables were losing their lives be-
cause of starvation and the elder ones were fall-
ing prey to diseases because of the malnytri.
tion and lack of medication.

Conclusion:

Although, India is enjoying the privilege
of being the largest democracy in the world, it
is a matter of tragedy that a group of people in
Indian society is still living a marginalized life
full of suppression and sufferings. People from
palit community are falling prey to the violence
of caste discrimination inflicted by the upper-
caste people, due to their powerful socio-eco-
nomic and political status. It is believed that
Dalits were the ever-available soft targets for
all kinds of violence. The village of Kilvenmani
witnessed all sorts of atrocities inflicted upon
the people of Dalit community, as one of the
earliest and most horrifying crimes occurred in
the Post-Independent India. The country is still
lagging behind to practice the true democracy.
Oneis eager to know how much aboriginal blood
of untouchables will be shed prior to the real-

ization of the dream of Ambedkar and Mahatma.
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