,

onke:

i

i
!

T 37T G et
R o

ntosh K

. e

a

I.anguage and Selt)
Kum

8

fed ‘;I’J_’ |

y i

(Culture,

idi




Situating Tribals
of India

(Culture, Language and Self)

Editedby .

» .

Yash Publishers &!"Di»sﬁriblﬂaoi".
Delhi-110032




Situating Tribals of India g &
ISBN :__978-93-?{633%‘-;1 65 . . i
Edition : 2018 .

© Editor

Price: Rs. 695/-

A mights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or
Tznsmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
Imcleding photocopying, recording, or by any information storage
znd retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher
znd the zuthor. The exception would be in the case of brief quotations
embodied in the critical articles or reviews and pages where
 Pemmission is specifically granted by the publisher or author.

Ra kg Although every precaution has been taken to verify the accuracy
of the information contained herein, the author and publisher assume
= r2spoasibility for any errors, plagiarism or omissions. No liability

i zesumned for damages that may result from the use of information

- Pablished by : Yash Publishers & Distribitor
17310753, Subhash Park,
Nzveen Shahdara Delhi-110032 (India)

Sales Office : 4806/24, Ist Floor,
Bharairzm Road, Ansari Road,
Daryegzn;, New Delhi-110002 -

Contact : +9E 9599483885, 86, 87, 88

E-mail: yashpublication delhi@gmail.com
Website: www.yashpublication.com
Avilable at : crmigzon.com, flipkart.com

- Printed by :'Nalgan? P_rihters, Delhi

o |
QA

m@;ﬁ;@mw.ﬂwm U T L AN A N




, 10.
i
i 1
F ¢ I
I3
k
12
;- NN
il 12:
i
14.
~i] 5:
16.
E
bt -
o
e
g 17.
A
B
T4 18.
IR
k>
27
=+
i -
4
78 19.
B {
(e
bt !
¥
5t
!
g
Loy
=t
&
} Al
s
e

Depiction of Tribals in Hindi Cinema Manash Pratim Goswami 121

(A study and analysis of Govind

Nihalani’s Film Aakrosh)

'The Theme of Contrast in Vinita S Virgandham
« . Arun Joshi’s The Strange Case
_of Billy Biswas

Tribal Ethos in Gita Mehta’s Atul Kumar Giri

A River Sutra

The Sociolinguistic Consequences Ibrahim Al Huri
of Language Contact on the

Linguistic Identity of Jharkhand

Tribes: A Case Study of Mandar

Region

Identity Formation among the _Reshmi Limboo
Limboos of S1l<k1m S r L

“T want to explore and understand Anita Gua Hembmm

the problems of Santal 1dent1ty in
modern society”- Becommg Me by =5
Rejina Marandi 348

Identity Cnsls of Korava: A Dravidian Syed szeeb Ahmad
Tribal Community from Karnataka

Folklore of Bhil Tribe in Brij Pal Suthar
Southern Rajasthan

A Socio-Cultural Study of Gonds in  Sonu Singh
Songs of the Forest: the Folk Poetry
of the Gonds

Portrayal of the Effects of _ Soumyadeep Neogi

Militancy on the Tribals of
Nagaland by Temsula Ao

List of Contributors

M————A——‘—'&.ﬂh;!ﬂ'ﬂ!_‘ﬂ?!‘!‘ﬂﬂm"fl'J PR . et ikt A R T B e e S T T e s o e e, T

135

140

145

165

173

181

188

195

208



o. "".= -

The Theme of Contrast in Arun Joshi’s
2 ~The Strange Case of Billy Biswas
3 ' | Vinita S Virgandham

Tribals living in the remote areas are till date cut off from the
- Ezchnological development that s taking place rapidly. Urban
- Sevelopment and the ethnicity of tribal life are two contrasting
- <evelopments human being is always confronted with. On one
' Band it is the civilized society and on the other hand it’s the rustic,
* Eimitive and age old customs of worship and other things that
. Hese tribals strictly adhere to. Sometimes it may be considered
%5 superstitious too. But not always might the case be. The
'mdcrstanding of such occurrences in the life of the tribal and the
. 7zasoning behind them can prove beneficial in awaKening and
_w ~=xposing them to the opportunities that lay ahead of them without
= Ercaching their way of living Jife o s s

© . Afer 1950s the Indian novelists began to delineate the private
;md the public spheres both. They began to explore the individual’s
L. azest for the self in all its varied and complex forms along with
-’.m; problems and cries. Most of these writers renounced the larger
hr:.r{d in favour of the inner man and engaged themselves in a
5 -i‘:::rch for the essence of human beings in their works. Novelists
"g’i: Anita Desai, Arun Joshi, and Nayantara Sahgal have altered
face of Indian English novel and their works contain seeds of
RRfnrore development. Their works mince a maturity in the choice
treatment of themes, plot construction, delineation of characters
= fogistic improvisations. The Indian novels earned honours and
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distinctions and carved out a niche for itself in the broader contex

of the World literature. k-
The colourful mosaic of the tribal culture, their exotic custo=s

and dance have been the centre of attraction for the eminent writes
of India. Nevertheless, from Sambara, a hero of R:gveda,
Ekalavya and Matangaka , Adivasis have proved themselves bra
adventurous, courageous , stout, devoted, loyal, integral, hon 3
free, unintentional, innocent, skilled and well organized. Joi= =8
Melcom, a 19" Century writer, verifies and makes a statement moss " i
convincingly when he writes about the tribals: “they are faith
honest, active, capable of great fatigue, devoted to their mast
quick and having a kind of instinctive sense of danger and are fi
of art and evasion.” And this is what the author of The Stran
Case of Billy Biswas, Arun Joshi tries to ignite in the mind of i
readers. The present research paper aims to bring out the contrast:
ideas of a civilized society and a tribal life to understand ]was =
'two extremes; one over laden with technology and the other Wi
traditional knowledge. The Strange Case of Billy Blswas 125
__contrasted the tribal world with the civilized world th_
_exposing the evils of urban life and highlighted the attracti ]
tribal life which draw the attention of the rebels of the sophlstl
life. The novel seeks to provide an alternative to the futile cry &8
the sensitive individual in the modern world. The narrator vox =
‘out this condition in his novel: R
I realise that the most futile cry of man is his meol
WlSh to be understood. The attempt to underst
. probably even more futile. If, in spite of this, I pr
~torelate Billy’s story, it is not so much because I'c
~ to have understood him as it is on account of a d==p
~ and unrelieved sense of wonder that in the mide
the twentieth century, in the heart of Delhi smart s
there should have lived a man of such extraordi
obsessions. (The Strange Case of Billy BiswasT).
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| Billy Biswas, the protagonist of the novel plays a crucial
© role in living life, both as an urbanite and as a tribal. A rebel at
" heartand living sophisticated life, Billy had always desired Lo run
= into the wild. Externally he is cultured by virtue of his birth and

¢ the atmosphere in which he was brought up but somehow internally
| he is drawn more to the tribal world. Towards the end of the first
S8 'j':"'part he had already lived a life of civilized world and he develops
L disgust with the superficiality and materialism of the civilized
f world. The tribal society which has been intact and away from
* such evils had always fascinated Billy since childhood.
. With the passage of time Billy’s interest in tribals intensifies.
* Obtaining a Ph. D. in Anthropology from the University of New
" York doesn’t lift Billy’s spirit for living an urban life. A normal
" married life proves of no interest for him anymore leading to an
~internal conflict arising in the subconscious level. Confronted with
a philosophical question of ‘to be or not to be’, Billy decides to
leave the materialistic life and wanders into the wild. This is the
~first case of contradiction that the writer wants his readers to

ey
e
o J

& ‘understand the conflict of an inner self which confronts everybody
¢ at some point of time in life. o

g The company of tribals gives him a chance 1o learn many
--?f‘j_'tliings which he would have remained ignorant throughout his life”
5 ,_;.':_r:,'fi_f%he had not left the sophisticated society which: values money
- }-.j_d\fer everything. His completeidentification with tribal ethos leads
B ~ tohis initiation into such fields as astrology, astronomy, witchcraft,
F-_ magic, ete. His words illustrate his knowledge of ‘astronomy:
' “Watch these two sets of stars during the next four weeks. They
& © will move towards each other, then coincide at the end’of twenty —
. cight days. That is when it will rain” ( SCBB 87).. =
- Bilasia, a tribal whom Billy meets on his voyageto understand
tribal life, is an embodiment of tribal culture. She represents the
~ entire class of tribal women and a wide range of tribal values. Her
' life reflects the realities of tribal life just as the life of Billy’s
_ previous wife, Meena, reflects the realities of the civilized modern
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world. Comparing Bilasia with the girls of civilized socicty, Bill
says to Romi “Girls like Bilasia are a whole lot more independe
than our own girls” (SCBB 107). Besides being beautiful ar
virtuous, Bilasia is surprisingly intelligent. The narrator says: “Hz
she been an ordinary woman, she would have immediate
capitulated,. But she was the child of the mountain, and the co
hardness of granite returned to her face” (SCBB 165). Ti
comparison between Meena and Bilasia expresses the author
support to Billy’s decision of his choice as these two characte
symbolize a civilized and a tribal culture ; two variations of whis
the latter seems to have fascinated Billy, the protagonist. An
Joshi’s portrayal of such a stark difference in simple and subt
manner keeps the reader interested throughout.

Tribal world and life is depicted as symbolic of the element
life where nature and the absolute are considered as separz
entities, Objects in all their totality are conceived, identified a
invested with divinity, The escape of Billy into the tribal world
a:haven for himy a place where divinity, superstition and mag
converge. To Billy.itis a place. where happiness doesn’t come frc
desires but from desirelessness. As he puts forth his thoughts:

What kept us happy.,- 1 suppose , were the same things i
kept all primitives happy through the ages: “The earth, the fores
the rainbow, the liquor from Mahua, an occasional feasts, a lot
dancing and love-making, more than anything else, no ambition
all.” (SCBB 117) ‘

Life in tribal world helps Billy to move from a mode
superficial, and materialistic to a natural, primitive world. T
simplicity of tribal life is an escape from the harsh realities
civilized society and an identification of his inner self with tril
culture which eventually elevates him to the position of sainthoy
leading him to enjoy spiritual experience and bliss. Had he 1

taken a decision to move away from the modern civilized socie
he would have been deprived of all the beauty of tribal and prlmlt
culture that he once dreamt OI
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“With the help of fictitious characters and incidents, and
g "»- m acterization the novelist has drawn a conclusion that life can

even lived happily with simplicity. The sole purpose of Billy’s
.'_.“ fe is the realization of truth and this endeavour of searching for

- tn 'th prompts him to shift to the tribal world.

" The novelist brings another factor of economy to which
lly s answer is a straight forward one, He says that the tribals
: ';ﬁot interested in hoarding money but there are many other
ngs which are more interesting to them. The mysterious
d'erwm 1d in the human soul is unearthed by the author explicitly.
. - Rarely a few writers have given a thought of writing about
.l'f e tnb'\l life. There has been a conspiracy of silence against the
al life occupying a significant space in Indian literature and
u qttempt of the author to bring to the prommence the
mahzed leading a life in per1p11e1y is commendab]e
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