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i o Mukherjee handles western themes and settings as well as
| at arc westernized or bicultural. Yet she is forced to admit
- «ructure of her imagination is essentially Hindu and
Y oral. :
2 essentlalg gemme Daughters Mukherjee focuses on the alternative
i ways i belong, .Cultural hybridity simultaneity and thfa ‘third space of
hunciation’ which are mark_ers of the post-colonial condition of
insteﬂCC- Clifford says ‘Diaspora women are caught between
o ;”'Pétrim'chies ambiguous pasts and futures.. They connect z}nd disconnect,
o forget and remember, in cqmplex, strategic ways.’ Lllfewme, ’Ijara in the
~ qovel finds herself caught in a struggle between Pgtnarchal histories of
her past home and legends created by her husband in the acquired home.
'~ she cuts short the legend by walking out and, in turn, gets stagnant in a
~ relationship of retrofitting with a man who leaves her alone in her time of
' peed. According to Avtar Brah:The identity of diasporic imagined
community is far from fixed or pre-givenl[...]As such, all diasporas are
. (differentiated, heterogeneous, contested spaces, even though they are
. implicated in the construction of a common we. |
~In other words, diasporic experiences and double identification
" constitute a mixed identity in different forms. Such forms differ from the
~essential notion of national and ethnic identity. It also explores multiple
. belongings that enable people to inhabit more than one space at the same
- time. Under such condition in the absence of a dominant code, culture is
~ becoming an individualistic enterprise, in which people create their own
- -super structure and super culture, taking in a way a role of their own
- ‘cultural programmers.’ | ’
.~ Tarais a fictional rendering of such cultural hybridity. Tara’s
~assertion that she is both, being simultancously an Indian and an
- American, helps her gaining the same ‘third space of enunciation.” Tara
. says in Desirable Daughters:The rhetoric of modern San Francisco
- makes me invisible. I am not Asian,” [...] I am all things [...] yet I'm still
. too timid to feed my Ballygunge Park Road identity in to the Kitchen
. carburetor. That dusty identity is as fixed as any specimen in a
~ ' lepidopterist’s glass case[...]I am not the only Indian on the block. All
the same, I stand out, I am convinced, I don’t belong here, and despite my
 Political leaning; worse, and I don’t want to belong. '

- Mukherjee fuses near and far, traditional and modem which

reshapes and recodifies the meaning of cultural space. In the novel Tara
altempts to reconfigure her meaning as a trans-national and trans-cultural
submtand -attempts to - center the narrative upon her individual

69;
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- Tara’s multiplicity evolves in a continuous process that she

s _welcomes. She recognizes that living in the past, whether temporally,

~‘sp‘at‘iaﬂy or both, is dangerous to the development of one’s identity. She

Kerps on changing and cvolving but at the same timel docs not lose the
' igentities she had once posscsscd.llnstcad (?I t‘,ransplanting Indian culture
o gr'ﬂdispOSiﬁg it off altogether she l.nes to assimilate her Indianness through
" reinventing her identity as experiences forever keep on moulding it into

e something new. The characters in Mukherjee’s novel develop multiple

~ “consciousness, resulting in self that is neither unified nor hybrid, but
© rather fragmented.

; ~ As the protagonists perceive both their race and sexuality
 through new and different lenses throughout the course of the text, they

“come to realize that the notion of a singular identity is a fallacy and the

reality of the diasporic experience is the indeterminacy of multiplicity.
- This multiplicity at times becomes a significant plight for the characters,

- for as their different consciousnesses contradict each other the characters
. are left uncertain as to the nature of their identities, not knowing where

57 they fit in the American society. Finally they become capable of living in

' aworld where individuals exist not as a unified One, but as many, bound

by no borders and infinite in the possibility of inventing identities.
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